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Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, Metz & Associates (FM3) recently conducted a survey of 859i respondents registered 

to vote within Redlands Unified School District (RUSD) to examine the community attitudes and priorities  for  

their local schools and the District. The study found that most respondents hold favorable views of the District, 

believe there is a need for additional funding, and would support of a local education  measure to continue 

attracting and retaining quality teachers, make safety repairs and upgrades to help prepare students for college 

and career and improve student access and preparedness.  

Key findings from the study include: 

 Nearly two-thirds of respondents approve of the job that Redlands USD is doing. Overall, a quarter (24%) 

responded that they strongly approve of the job that Redlands USD is doing, while an additional 40% said 

they somewhat approve. Only two-in-ten (21%) responded they either somewhat or strongly disapproved 

of the District (see Figure 1). 

Figure 1: Approval Rating of Redlands USD 
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 Two-thirds also believe Redlands USD has a need for additional funding. Nearly three-in-ten (29%) 

believe the District has a “great” need, while an additional 37 percent believe there is “some” need. Only 

10 percent believe the school district has no real need for additional funding (see Figure 2). 

Figure 2: Need for Additional Funding 
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of the measure, while an additional 21 percent indicated they would probably vote yes in favor of the 

measure. Only 27 percent responded they would “probably” or “definitely vote no” in opposition (see 

Figure 3).  

Figure 3: Support for Potential Bond Measure 
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improve student access to instruction in science, technology, engineering and math. Over three-quarters 

also believe making basic repairs such as repairing leaky roofs (79%) and addressing mold, asbestos and 

lead paint (77%) are extremely or very important to fund. Security measures, such as improving fire safety 

(77%) and improving school security (71%) also ranked highly among respondents. See Figure 4 below for 

a list of the proposed measure’s projects and features that a majority of respondents prioritize funding. 

Figure 4: Top Priorities for Funding 

(Ranked by “Extremely/Very Important”) 

Project or Feature 
“Extremely/Very 

Important” 
Continue retaining and attracting quality teachers  84% 

Improving student access to instruction in science, 
technology, engineering and math 

81% 

Repairing leaky roofs 79% 

Addressing mold, asbestos, and lead paint 77% 

Helping ensure safe drinking water 77% 

Upgrading schools to prepare students for high 
school, college and careers 

77% 

Improving fire safety 77% 

Repairing deteriorating schools and classrooms 77% 

Upgrading emergency communication systems 71% 

Improving school security 71% 

Upgrading fire safety systems including safety doors, 
smoke alarms and smoke detectors 

70% 

Upgrading outdated electrical wiring 70% 

 

These survey results show that a majority of respondents give Redlands USD a positive approval rating, and believe 

the District has a need for additional funding. Two-thirds responded they would be supportive of a potential local 

education  measure raising revenue for district schools, meeting the measure’s threshold requirements. 

Respondents also prioritize funding for improving student access to instruction in science, technology, engineering 

and math; as well as making basic repairs such as repairing leaky roofs, and improving safety measures, including 

fire safety. 

i Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, Metz & Associates (FM3) conducted a dual mode survey online and by telephone (landline and 

cell phone) between May 22-27, 2019, among 859 voters registered in Redlands Unified School District who are likely to vote 

in the November 2020 General Election.  The margin of error for the full sample is +/- 4.38% with a 95% confidence interval. 

Margins of error for population subgroups will be higher. Some percentages may not sum to 100% due to rounding. 

                                                           


